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SUBJECT:
FACTORS AFFECTING ESTABLISHMENT
IN FARMING
PROBLEM:
What are the factors influencing
former students of vocational
agriculture in Brazos County,
Texas, in becoming established
in farming?
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The writer, a teacher of Vocational Agriculture of
Brazos County, has been trying to measure the success of
the work of agricultural teachers on the basis of the
number of young men they have gotten or led to become
successfully established in farming.
Having worked in several of the communities in the
county and outlined some acceptable long-time programs,
he decided to evaluate his work as well as that of other
vocational agricultural teachers in the County on the
basis of the young men who have become established in
farming.
The success of instruction in vocational agriculture
is determined by the number of individuals who have become
established in farming or who are making satisfactory progress toward becoming established as a result of their
training in vocational agriculture.

This measure also

applies to farm boys who are out-of-school and who are
attempting to reach the status of establishment in farming.

In recognition of this principle, those who enroll

in vocational agriculture should study early in their
training program the problems, difficulties, and contributing factors that lead toward the goal of successful

2

establishment in farming.
The major objectives of vocational agriculture are
to develop ability to:
l.

Make a beginning and advance in farming.

2.

Produce farm commodities efficiently.

J. Market farm products advantageously.
4. Conserve soil and other natural resources.
1

5.

Manage a farm business.

6.

Maintain a favorable environment.

There is a growing feeling on the part of the teachers
of agriculture that boys enrolled in vocational agriculture
classes are not becoming established in farming as rapidly
or in large numbers as desired.

The most intelligent

attempt can be made to establish boys in farming only when
the factors involving establishment are known.

The results

of this study should reveal how former students became established and what some factors affecting establishment in
farming are.
It is hoped that the findings of this study will reveal information of service to teachers of agriculture,
area supervisors, boys preparing to enter farming, and to
other persons interested in agriculture.

Glen c. Cook, Handbook£!! Teaching Vocational Agriculture, p. 756.
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Statement of Problem
What are the factors affecting the establishment in
farming of former students of Vocational Agriculture in
Brazos County, Texas?
Purpose of the Study
This study is intended to analyze the ways and means
used by the teachers of vocational agriculture of Brazos
.County in leading young men in becoming established in
farming.

The writer, after making observations in the

communities in which he had taught decided that the better
method of determining or evaluating the work of the vocational agriculture teachers of Brazos County would be a
study of why more of the students enrolled in all-day
classes in Vocational Agriculture do not become established
in farming.
The subject was selected:

"FACTORS AFFECTING ESTABLISHMENT IN FARMING"
Scope of the Study
This study is based on the data from thirty vocational agriculture students of Brazos County, Texas.
Brazos County is located in the South Central portion
of Texas.
The students were selected from the following departments which are located in four different sections of the
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county, namely: Brushy, Fairview, John M. Moore, and
College Station.

These four communities were served by

teachers of vocational agriculture.
It is believed that the selection of the students
gives the writer an overall picture of the county that is

fairly true.
Facts About Brazos County
Brazos County is one of the older settled counties
consisting of native White and Negro population.

It was

created in 1841 from Washington and Robertson Counties and
named for the Brazos River.

Three miles east of Bryan is a

marker on site of Boonville, established in 1841 as county
seat of Navasota County.
Brazos in 1842.

The county name was changed to

The town thrived until 1866 when Bryan was

established on the railroad.
Brazos County is level to rolling prairie and woodland
and has few hill ranges.

It drains to the Brazos on the

west and Navasota River on the east.
feet.

Annual rainfall JS.94 inches.

Altitude is 200-350
Temperature averages

are: for January~ 51° F, for July, 84° F.

Brazos County

has rich soils, bottom lands, deep reddish alluvial and
black, up land and sandy loam.

Timber includes post oak,

pin oak, live oak, mesquite, hickory, elm, pecan, sycamore,
and cotton wood.
The leading crops are: cotton, corn, alfalfa, grain
sorghum, peanuts, and truck.

Location of the Mechanical
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and Agricultural College of Texas makes farming and livestock raising scientifically advanced in this county.

The

growing season for this section is 259 days.
The livestock produced in this section are beef cattle,
dairying, hogs, with sheep and goats being introduced in
recent years with considerable production of wool and mohair.

The chicken and turkey industry is good.
At nearby College Station is the Agricultural and

Mechanical College of Texas, the second largest state educational institution and the nation's largest military
l
institution.
Definition of Terms
Established!!!, Farming.

It is difficult to draw a hard and

fast line to say a person is or is not established in farming.

A young man who has no assests in the form of money,

equipment or livestock and who is at home on a definite or
indefinite allowance with no managerial responsibilities
of any consequence is at the lower end of the scale, even
though he may have had considerable training in Vocational
Agriculture and has the objectives of becoming established.
On the other hand, a person who is farming as a renter or
as a partner, with a definite agreement as to division of
income, has made considerable progress along the road to
establishment, although in each case there is probably
still room for further advancement.

1Texas Almanac, 1949, pp. 501-502.
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For the purpose of this study it is assumed that establishment begins when a person takes full or joint responsibilities for managing an enterprise or an entire farm business.

As such it includes such statuses as:
(1) A partner in a farm business with a definite
share in the returns and some responsibility in
operating and managing the farm.
(2) A renter who operates and manages the farm.

(3)

An

(4)

A manager and operator of farm for another party

owner who operates and manages the farm.

and

(5) Some combination of preceding.

1

A young man was considered established in farming

when he was deriving the major portion of his livlihood

from farming and was actively engaged in farming at the
time of this study.

The boys who were considered, entered

farming between 1943 and 1949.

This meant that the minimum

time a boy had been farming at the time of this study was
two and one-half years.

Boys who did not meet these quali-

fications were considered as not being established in farming.
Group "A," as used in this study refers to the young
men who are established in farming.
Group "B," refers to the young me.n who are not established in farming.
George P. Deyoe, Supervised Farming
Agriculture, pp. 363-365.

!!l Vocational
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"The three steps: hired hand, tenant, and owner represent what is generally referred as 'The Agricultural
Ladder•.

It is the progressive means by which many get es-

tablished in farming."

1

In America the "Agricultural Ladder" has been the customary way for farmers to acquire ownership of farm land.

The

"rungs" of this "ladder" are usually employment as hired
man, tenancy on a small farm, tenancy on a larger farm, ownership of part or all of the farm with mortgage, and finally,
ownership free from mortgage.

The amount of capital re-

quired to farm is too great for men to acguire it early in
life unless by such means as heritance or gift.
In recent years the "Agricultural Ladder" has been increasingly difficult to climb.

With mechanical power one

man can take care of so much land that despite an increase
in the average size of commercial farms, there are fewer
hired men on farms than in former years.

Thus it is more

difficult for a young man to reach the first "rung" of the
"ladder."

With increased size of farms and greater invest-

ment required in equipment than in former years, the amount
of capital required to become a successfully established
tenant has increased.

The total amount of capital needed to

pay for a farm and reach the last "rung" of the~adde:tf'is also
greater than it used to be.

A young man with average or

poorer than average management, therefore requires more
"Getting Started in Farming," U.

1961 p. 27.

s.

A. Bulletin No.

g

time to accumulate the capital and may not accomplish it
in a life-time of farming.

But the opportunities for men

with superior management are so much greater than the former
years that the extra amount of capital required does not increase the time necessary for average men to become owners.
This is indicated by the fact that, "the average age of farmowner operators increased during the 1910-1940 period and
that the equit y of farm people in farm real estate was only
39 per cent in 1939, 46 per cent in 1920, 50 per cent in
1
1900, and 59 per cent in 1890."
The definition which the census enumerators in this
county are expected to follow classifies as a farm, "any
tract or tracts of land operated under one management, of
three acres or more, upon which agricultural operations are
conducted, or of less than three acres if years value of
the farm products is $250, or over." 2
It is stated by Hoskins that, "A share in the home
farming business may represent the best or the worst in
agreements.

The best if the understanding between father

and son is definite and the worse if it is indefinite and de pending upon yearly returns.

Such agreements are usually

unwritten and continue upon a mutual understanding.")
Robertson and Woods, .E!£!! Business Management, pp. 300-

331.
2

3

Sayre, Black, Clawson, and Wilcox, f!!:!! Management 1 p.

Hoskins, "Young Men in Farming," u. s. No. 188,
Agricultural Series No. 40, U. s. Government Printing Office.
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Methods of Securing Data

Since information of only a general nature was secured
from the literature, an inquiry form was used to obtain
data pertaining to the local situation.
Survey forms used in several problems were studied,
and suggestions from teachers of agriculture in the county
were secured.

Using these suggestions as a basis a rough

draft of the inquiry form was prepared.

After several re-

.

visions were made it was decided that an acceptable device

1

for use in securing data on "Establishment of Boys in Farming" should contain the following headings:

Names and

addresses of the boys, age, types of vocational agricultural
instruction, factors or conditions influencing the boys to
enter or not to enter farming, difficulties encountered in
becoming established; educational status, marital status,
of the boys-farming status, and the responsibilities assumed by school authorities in getting the boy started toward
progressive establishment in farming.
The source of data were those boys now established in
farming and those who entered some other occupational
pursuits.

It was realized that data gathered from one

community would not give a true representation of the situation.

For this reason seven (7) students were selected from

each of two (2) communities and eight (8) from each of the
two other communities.

This gave the writer a total of

thirty students from which his information was secured.
The group from which these boys were selected included

10

owners, renters, and boys in partnership with other members
in farming.
Gathering data from these boys in four(4) communities
created a definite problem.

Since it was the desire to se-

cure information from the most reliable source, it was decided to use the personal interview method.
Special visits were made to those communities by the
writer to interview the boys.
interview on the home farm.

In most cases the boys were
Boys who were not farming but

living in the community were interviewed during the same
visit.

These students were spot picked from various sections

of the communities in order that a true picture of each
community and of the county would be gotten.
The inquiry forms were carried by the writer in order
that each individual would have a clear conception of each
question asked.
The writer told all young men interviewed that their
answers would be held strictly confidential and no names
would be used when compiling the information reoaived from
them.

This was done so the writer would get information as

reliable as possible.
It was also the purpose of the writer to actually see
the conditions as they existed on the farm of each young
man interviewed.

CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION OF DATA

In order to make this study it was necessary to secure
a list of factors essential to the establishment of young
men in farming.

Data was also needed to determine the

factors that influenced or discouraged young men of a farming background to enter or not to enter farming as a vocation.

The inquiry forms were set up to be used in securing

these data.
The basis of this study was the 15 boys established in
farming and 15 not established in farming in Brazos County,
Texas.

The data were secured through personal interviews

and observation of boys' home farming situations.

The boys

were given inquiry forms to be executed at the time of the
interview, but additional information was gathered from
observation and upon leaving the farm these data were recorded on the back of the inquiry forms which served as a
source of additional information on each case observed.
The data gathered could be classified as background
information of the boys established in farming and those
not established.
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When the interview and observation were completed
the forms were carefully examined for completness. Tables
were drawn up to present the findings of the two groups.
Table I shows the type of farming done by the thirty young
men studied.
TABLE I
TYPE OF FARMING DONE BY THE
THIRTY YOUNG MEN STUDIED
Number
General Farming

Group A
Group B
Per cent Number Per cent

10

Specialized

5

66 2/3 4

26 2/3

33 1/3

33 1/3

5

TABLE II
LIVESTOCK AND EQUIPMENT OWNED BY THE
YOUNG MEN IN GROUP A AND GROUP B
Group A
No. of Head Average
Poultry

1853

Group B
No. of Head Average

123.5

157

10.4 2/3

9

.6

4.26

9

.6

16

1.06

2

.13 1/3

No. Work Horses
On Farm

38

2.53

.33 1/3

No. Tractors

11

.73

5
2

Beef Cattle

95

Hogs

64

Dairy Cattle

Doing Other Types
Of Work

63

1/3

6

.13 1/3
40 Per
cent
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Difficulties Encountered in Becoming
Established in Farming
Of the 15 boys who were in Group A, 10 were doing
general farming, whereas there were only four who were
doing general farming in Group B.

The type of farming

equipment seems to have a definite bearing on the number
of boys becoming established in farming.
Table II shows that the average number of chickens
per person for the young men in Group A was 123.5 whereas
the young men in Group B had an average of only 10.4 2/3
chickens.

The average number of chickens owned by the

young men in Group A as compared to the average number
owned by the young men in Group B shows that they have
more than one source of income from their farms.
Table I shows that 66 2/3 per cent of the young
men are doing general farming.
"If a farm is to be successfully operated over a
period of years, the combination of crop and livestock
enterprised . and the equipment used with them must be
1
suitable to the condition under which the farm is operated."

Robertson and Woods,!!!:!! Business Manager, p. 30.
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TABLE III
TYPES OF CONVENIENCES OF THE THIRTY YOUNG MEN

Group A

Group B

No. With

No. Without

Electric .
Lights

12

3

7

g

Deep Wells

12

3

4

11

Radios

15

0

6

9

Gas
Appliances

10

5

0

15

No. With No. Without

Modern Conveniences As Related to the Young
Men in Group A and Group B
Table III shows that the young men who are in Qroup
A have at least 66 2/3 of all the modern equipment and conveniences on their farms which is a good indication of a
very good earning from their farms, whereas the 15 young
men who are in Group B have less than 50 per cent of the
conveniences.

Some of the non~farmers stated in their

personal interviews that this is one of the reasons why they
did not want to live on the farm.
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TABLE IV
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE YOUNG MEN STUDIED

Number
Number
Number Number
Surveyed Very Good Good
Fair
Group A
Group B

Number
Very Low

15

10

4

1

0

15

0

0

5

10

Financial Status of the Thirty Young
Men Studied
It can be seen that the farm income of the 15 young
men in Group A have a slightly greater income than the
young men who are in Group B.

The information shown in

Table III show that the average income for the 15 young
men in Group Bis very low and a portion fair.
It may be assumed from the evidence gathered that the
boys' farming programs were not large enough to employ themselves full time.

On the other hand probably, part-time

work was engaged in during the off production season to
supplement the farm income.

The income made by the 15

young men in Group A in farming is shown in Table III.
It is observed that 66 2/3 per cent of the young men in
Group A have incomes which they consider very good.
seems by the observation of the writer while visiting
these boys that they have saved their earnings.

It
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Marital Status of the Young Men In
Group A and Group B
The marital status of the boys included in the study
is shown in Table V.

Of the 15 boys in Group A, 60 per cent were married
and 40 per cent were not.

Only 20 per cent of the boys

were married and 80 per cent were single in Group B.
TABLE V
MARITAL STATUS OF THE THIRTY YOUNG MEN STUDIED

Group A
Marital Status

Group B

No.

Per cent

No.

Per cent

Single

6

40

12

80

Married

9

60

3

20

Divorced

0

0

0

0

Widower

0

0

0

Total

15

0
100 Per

cent

15

100 Per
cent

Other interesting data not mentioned in the table show
that the average age of the boys who started in farming at
the time of this st.udy was 19.,7 years; the average number
of children was 1.13 per family.

In comparison, the boys

who were not engaged in farming had an average of 20.g years
and averaged .2 of a child per family.
In the light of the data secured, it was evident that
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boys who enter farming marry at an earlier age than boys
who enter other occupations.

Factors which possibly con-

tribute to the difference in the marital status of the two
groups may be: (1) the number and variety of farm duties,
and (2) relatively greater need for social contacts.
Circumstances Influencing The Boys to
Enter or Not to Enter Farming
TABLE VI

THE FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCED THE THIRTY YOUNG MEN TO
ENTER OR NOT TO ENTER FARMING IN ORDER OF FREQUENCY

Conditions Influencing the Boys

Group A
No. Per cent

Advice of the vocational agriculture teacher

10

To earn immediate cash

0

Influence of a successful
farmer

2

Influence of parents, relatives
or friends

0

Interest in outdoor life
Influence of the Principal of
the school

66 2/3
0

Group B
No. Per cent

l

.06

7

46

0

0

0

0

0

3

20

0

0

0

0

7

46

13 1/3

~

2/3

2/3

From the data in the table it is evident that the
teachers of agriculture had a great influence upon the boys
and their choice of farming.

It can be seen that their in-

fluence reached 66 2/3 per cent of the boys who entered
farming while none of the boys were influenced by the
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principal of the school.

This cot.µd be expected, in-as-

much as the teachers of agriculture worked directly with
the boys in their farming programs and problems.

Another

interesting fact shown in the table was that none of the
boys entered farming to earn immediate cash.

The table

also shows that 111/3 per cent were influenced by a
successful farmer; and 20 per cent reported interest in
outdoor life.
Information in Table VI indicates that a majority of
the boys in Group B were not interested in farm life.
It was clearly shown that, to earn quick money, the
long hours involved in farming, the attraction of the social
and recreational activities of the city, and the feeling
that farm income was insufficient were factors that deterred
those in Group B from making a decision to enter farming
as an occupation.
It was interesting from the evidence that boys whose
parents are not engaged in farming are confronted with
greater obstacles in becoming established than those boys
whose parents are farming.
It was interesting to note that in one instance the
agricultural instructor encouraged one student not to take
farming as a vocation.

The writer wanted to know why such

happened, therefore he contacted the agricultural instructor
to find out why such advice was given.

The instructor

stated that this young man did not have adequate facilities
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to do farming properly and he was more interested in some
other field.
It was also noticable to the writer that 46 2/3 per
cent of the young men in Group B were influenced by principals of the schools.

This indicated a need for a better

understanding of Vocational Agriculture and its affect
upon the lives of boys.

In other words the writer is of

the opinion that Vocational Agricultural instructors and
supervisors should do a better job of selling the program
to the school administrators.

TABLE VII
DISTRIBUTION OF LAND OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE
YOUNG MEN IN GROUP A AND GROUP B

Status

Total
Acres

No. of
Boys Reporting

Acres in
Crop
Land

Avg. Acres
Per Person

195

Group A 2,925

15

1,325

Group B 1,010

15

32

67.2

Avg. Acres
in Crop
Land
88.3
2.1

Table VII shows a total of 2,925 acres under the supervision of the 15 young men in Group A and of that amount
each person had an average of SS.3 acres in cultivation.
Table VII shows only 1,010 acres under the supervision of the young men who were in Group B, which is an
average of about 2.1 acres per person in cultivation.

This
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is a good indication that the size of the farm has a de-

finite bearing on whether the individual becomes established in farming or not.
Types of Courses Taken in Vocational
Agricultural Instruction
All-day Instruction.

In the inquiry form the boys were

requested to give the number of years of attendance in
the different types of instruction.
the year stated has been completed.

It was assumed that
Table VIII shows the

attendance of boys in Group A and also those in Group B.

TABLE VIII
ATTENDANCE BY YEARS IN ALL-DAY VOCATIONAL
AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTION BY THE YOUNG MEN
IN GROUP A AND GROUP B

Group B

Group A
All-day
School
Years
1

No. Attended

Avg.
Years
Attended

No. Attended Avg.
Years
Attended
2

I+

2

3

3

4

l+

7

Total

15

10

2.9

15

3.2

It was significant to note that twice as many boys
in Group A dropped out of school the first year as did in
Group B.

The average number of years of attendance in
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all-day classes by the 15 boys in Group A was 2.9 years
by the boys in Group B was J.2 years.
~-time instruction is an intensive course of study devised for farm boys between 14 and 25 years of age, who
have dropped out of school for a full year.

The purpose

of this course is to give practice and training in agriculture to out-of-school boys as a further aid in establishment in farming.

The courses were from 12 to 15 meetings

in length with class periods of 90 minutes per meeting.
The classes were conducted in the afternoon or evening.
The Table VIII shows the attendance in part-time instruction by the boys in Group A and those in Group B.

TABLE IX
ATTENDANCE BY YEARS IN PART-TIME VOCATIONAL
AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTION BY YOUNG MEN IN
GROU P A AND GROUP B

Group B

Group A
Part-time Number
School
Years

Average
Years
Attended

0

Number

5

1

3

8

2

4

2

3

5

0

4

3

0

Total

Average
Years
Attended

15

2.6

15

.8
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It can be seen that the boys in Group A took three
times as much part-time instruction after leaving school
as the boys in Group B.

None of the boys in Group B took

part-time instruction after their second year in agriculture.

It is also noted that the boys entering other

occupations attended only .8 years in this type of instruction.

This probably came about because the boys who had

become established were taking training and working in
their field of occupation.
Evening School Instruction.

The evening school in voca-

tional agriculture is a short intensive course with
systematic instruction in practical farm problems, designed
for persons who are engaged in farming to increase farm
management abilities.

The class period ranges from 90

minutes to 120 minutes with a period of 12 to 15 meetings.
These meetings are held in the afternoon or evenings.
Ordinarily these courses are held in the fall of the year
when work on the farm is less pressing.
The attendance in evening school instruction by boys
who became established in farming and those who did not is
shown

in Table X.
The evidence in Table X indicated that almost three

times as many boys in Group A attended the meetings than
those in Group B.

It is also noticeable that Group B

discontinued their training after the second year.

Group

A attended the evening school instruction an average of 1.3
years, on the other hand the boys in Group B attended an
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average of .3 years.

This group dropped out of these

classes on account of lack of interest, in-as-much as
they were engaged in some other type of occupationsother
than farming.

See Table X below.
TABLE X

ATTENDANCE BY YEARS IN EVENING SCHOOL VOCATIONAL
AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTION BY YOUNG MEN IN GROUP A
AND GROUP B

Group A
Evening School
Years
,·,

Number

Group B

Average
Years
Attended

Number

0

4

11

1

6

3

2

3

1

3

l

0

4

1

0

Total

15

1.3

15

Average
Years
Attended

.J

General Information Regarding Young Men
in Group A and Group B
Table

n

indicates that of the thirty boys studied

the average age of the fifteen young men in Group A was
19.7 years and in Group B 20.8 years.

This indicates that

the men in Group A became established at a younger age.
The table also shows that. ten young men's fathers in Group
A are owners and five renters.

Of the young men in Group

B, four of their fathers are owners and eleven renters or
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TABLE ll
GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING YOUNG MEN
IN GROUP A AND GROUP B

Group A

Group B

The Average Age of the Young Men
Studied

19.7

20.8

The Average Number of Years the
Young Men Lived On the Farm

12.7

4.9

The Number Whose Fathers Were Owners

10

4

Number Who Had More Than Three Sisters
and Brothers in the Family

O

5

The Number Who Indicated That Immediate
Relatives Influenced Them To Become
Established in Farming

5

0

The Number of Young Men Whose Fathers
Were Renters

5

11

The Number Who Carried Supervised Farming
Programs in School
15

10

day laborers.

Not any of the fifteen men in Group A had

over three brothers or sisters, while five in Group
over three brothers or sisters.

B

had

It was interesting to

note that those young men in Group B who carried supervised training programs in school did not carry on after
finishing or stopping school.

CHAPTER III

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Swnmary
1.

Of the fifteen (15) young men in Group A ten (10)

of them were doing general farming and five (5) were doing
specialized farming.

In Group B four (4) of the young men

were assisting their families in doing general farming,

five (5) assisting with specialized farming and six (6)
working as day laborers.
2.

The boys who entered farming were aided by their

instruction in farm animals, crops, farm record keeping
and farm marketing.

The types of equipment owned and used

by the young men in Group A also gave them a better chance
to do a good job.
3.

Sixty-six and two-thirds (66 2/3) of all modern

conveniences were used on the farms of the young men in
Group A while those in Group B had less than fifty per
cent of the same conveniences.

4.

Ten (10) of the young men in Group A stated that

their incomes from the farm were very good; four (4) said
good and one (1) said fair.

Sixty-six and two-thirds

(66 2/3) per cent of the young men in Group B stated that
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their income was very low.

5.

Of the young men in Group A forty per cent (40%)

were single and sixty per cent (60%) were married.

It was

also found that of the young men in Group B eighty per cent
(80%) were single and twenty per cent (20%) married.

6.

The teacher of agriculture aided sixty-six and

two-thirds per cent (66 2/3%) of the boys in Group A in
farming through furnishing technical information and
assistance in solving practical problems.

7.

The average size of the farm under the operation

of the young men in Group A was 88.l acres per person.

8.

The fifteen (15) boys who were in Group B

received an average of 2.9 years of instruction in allday classes in Vocational Agriculture.

They also received

2.6 years each of part-time instruction and 1.7 years of
evening school instruction.

On the other hand the young

men of Group B received an average of 3.2 years of allday instruction, 1.2 of evening school instruction in
Vocational Agriculture.

9.

The average age of the fifteen (15) young men in

Group A was 19.7 years.

They had lived on the farm an

average of 12.7 yea~s.

Ten of their fathers were owners

and five were renters.

Not any of the fifteen boys in

Group A had over three sisters or brothers in their families.
The average age of the young men in Group B was 20.8 ~ears
and had lived on the farm an average of 4.9 years.

Only
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four in this group were owners and eleven were renters.

Recommendations
The following recommendations are offered as suggestions for increasing the efficiency of services rendered
by vocational agricultural departments and school authorities in helping young men to become established in farming.
l.

Vocational agriculture courses should be elective

in the high school curriculum.
2.

An attempt should be made to establish a greater

per cent of boys in farming on the owner and partnership
basis.

3.

Boys enrolled in all-day .classes in vocational

agriculture should be encouraged and assisted in developing
good supervised farming programs that will assist them in
becoming established in farming.

4.

It is recommended that school administrators,

faculty and parents make a survey of their local communities
pupil interests, and that they establish courses to meet
these needs.

5.

School administrators, faculty members and parents

should develop a sense of responsibility for acquiring information concerning establishment and progressive advancement of boys in farming.

APPENDICES

APPENDIX A
Inquiry Form which was executed by 15 boys established in
farming and 15 not established in farming.

INQUIRY FORM
Inquiry Form which was executed by 15 boys established in farming

and 15 not established in farming.

I.

Name

County
Age

Address
Married

Single

No. of Children
State

Place of Birth

County

II. What was the highest grade completed in school?
Elementary_ _ _ _High School_ _ _ _ _ _~ollege_ _ _ __

III.

No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in 8th grade_
No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in High Sch._
No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in Agri.Sch.
Courses No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in Part-Time
Classes No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in Evening
Classes

-

No. of yrs. you studied Vocational Agriculture in College_
IV.

Do you live on a farm? _________
Did you live on a farm prior to becoming established in
farming? ___________
No. of years on this farm:.---------No. of years on a farm~--------What was the size of the farm? _________
Are you farming as owner_ _ _renter____Partner_ _ _~?
No. of acres in cropland_________acres.
Why did you choose farming as a vocation? __________

V.

Is your father living_ _Mother-..._.'""• Did They have any
influence
in your beooming established in farming?
If_
so
explain______________________

How did V. A. T. influence

-------------------------------brothers?
No.
Sisters
No._

Did principal influence
VI.

Did you have any

--Occupations
---

Names

VII.

----

What type of farming are you doing? General_ _ _ _ _ _Or
Specialized_ _ _ _ _ _ _Name Crops_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

YEARS

19
Enterprise

19

19

19

Scope Inc. Scope Inc. Scope Inc. Scope Inc.

Total Project Income
VIII•

Was your father a renter_ _owner_ _manager___ or landlord? _______ •
Was the income on the farm considered: very good_ _ _ __

---------r air-------very low _ _ _ __

good

Incomes considered as follows:
Very good. • • • •
Good • • • • • • •
Fair • • • • • • •
Very low • • • • •

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

above 1000.
from $500to $1000.
$200 to $500
0 to $2Q0

IX.

Did you carry a supervised farming program while in school?
____Do you have a record of each project carried while
taking Vocational Agriculture? _ _ _Was your project dedevloped into part of your present business?
Explain how_______________________

-------

x.

Do you have modern conveniences on the farm?

-NO-

Yes

Electric lights___deep well ___tractor and equipment

_______Bath tub_ _ _ _ radio____,gas for cooking
and heating the home _ _ _ _ _Sanitary sewage disposal_
How far are you from town?

What type of roads?

-----------------------------·
ll.

How did vocational agriculture help you in becoming established in farming? __________________

Could you have done the same without Vocational Agriculture?
_ _ _Why? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

lII.

How many work horses do you own?
How many work tractors do you own?
How many dairy cows do you own?
How many beef cows do you own?
How many hogs do you own?
How many chickens do you own?

APPENDIX B
Selected case studies of two (2) boys who became
established in farming.

APPENDIX B
CASE NO. I.
There were quite a number of odds against the young
man of this case ever becoming a farmer.

The homestead

on which he made an effort was too small and the farm too
far run down to encourage anyone to farm.
The family was of average size with all male children
close to the same age.

The young man seemed to have run

into financial difficulties and he realized before finishing school that the small farm could not meet the growing
demands of the family.

This condition dulled the interest

of the boy to the extent that he stopped going to school.
His love for outdoor life caused him to seek work on
an adjoining farm where he worked as a day laborer.

After

two years of this type of work he rented some land on the
same farm as a share-cropper.

By 'close living' he saved

enough money to make a down payment on a 75 acre farm. In
a few years he feels that the debt will be completed.

At

the present his payments are in advance of the contract
agreement.

CASE NO. II.
"With the many challenging problems in farming it is
hard to succeed unless you have trained," is the way he
stated it, "Farming is an interesting job and I plan to

stay with it all of my life," he said.
He keeps in touch with recent developments in farming
by reading books, magazines, and daily newspapers and
attending the local evening school class.
His 2g acre farm is small but well managed.

Through

part-time farming and day labor when his crop has been
finished, he seems to be earning a comfortable living.
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